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characters:

JENNIFER, a girl
who likes to tell stories

her MOTHER
who doesn't listen

MALARKEY, a wolf
who speaks and thinks and sees in color

a GRANDMOTHER
who lies in bed

a HUNTER
who comes at the end

A house in a village; another house all by itself; and the
path through the forest in between.

time:

Long ago.
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Prologue

Several trees upstage. The edge of a forest.

A house to one side. The door to the house opens.
JENNIFER steps outside. She is very neat and tidy.

She comes downstage.

(to audience) 1 know the story of Little Red Riding Hood.
Yes. Ido.

You know it too. I know.

But I know it by heart. Every word, right here, in my
memory. And I can spell too. Every word in this story.
Wolf. W-O-L-F. Grandmother. G-R-A-N-D-M-O-T-H-E-R.
Forest. F-O-R-E-S-T.

JENNIFER looks over her shoulder at the edge of the
forest.

Pause.

(to audience) That's why I've been chosen. Selected to tell
you. S-E-L-E-C-T-E-D. Because of my memory, how good
itis. I'm authorized. A-U-T-H-O-R-I-Z-E-D. To tell about
my mother, what happened. And the visit, V-I-S-I-T, to my
grandmother. The wolf too. And the hunter, H-U-N-T-E-
R, at the end.

JENNIFER looks over her shoulder.

Yep. That's what I'm here to tell. It's going to be very
exciting. What I remember. Ilove when I get to tell this
story all over again. It's got such a happy ending, you
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know, when we put those stones in the wolf's belly and he
wants to run away, but he can't, he has to die instead.

MALARKEY, a wolf, tiptoes onstage. He hides behind a
tree.

JENNIFER doesn’t see him.

(to audience) 1just want to warn you, though, before we
start. The wolf in our show, he's very good. For an actor.
But he doesn't always obey. No. He's not very well
trained. He's just a wolf. He's only supposed to come on
after I talk to my mother and then I go out of the house.
But a lot of times he tries to sneak on before. He's like a
dog. Which gets caught all the time sleeping on the bed.
Or up on the couch. Gets caught trying to be in every
scene.

JENNIFER takes a quick look offstage behind the trees.

MALARKEY appears from behind a different tree. He
waves. He disappears.

He's pretty sneaky, this wolf. For a creature, I mean, which
can't even see in color. Can't think like we do who are
human. Can you imagine? Not seeing any color. Just
black and white. The whole world, a bunch of gray.

MALARKEY appears from behind a tree. He holds a
sign with the word "B-L-U-E” on it with arrows pointing
up at the sky. He crosses upstage.

JENNIFER turns upstage. MALARKEY is gone.

Very sneaky. Yep. I know he's hiding somewhere, I can
feel it, behind a tree. Ijust don't know which one. He likes
to lurk where I can't see.

MALARKEY dances around a tree. He disappears.
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And he doesn't know his lines, this wolf. What he's
supposed to say. Doesn't think it's good enough, our story.
Doesn't fit his character. How he thinks about himself.
Likes to imagine. And so if he adds to his lines, or
subtracts, you mustn't listen. Not to him. That's not the
story, what he wants to tell, no sir.

So I think you have to promise not to listen. If he says
what he's not meant to. Don't listen. Just say, No. It won't
be good for you, I promise. Listen only to me. The story
we already know. What's authorized. A-U-T-H-O-R-I-Z-E-
D. Because this wolf, he wants to tell you something else.
What's not true.

JENNIFER goes to the door of the house. She opens the
door. She exits into the house.

MALARKEY comes out of the forest. He tiptoes
downstage.

The door of the house swings open. JENNIFER jumps
out. MALARKEY dives for cover.

JENNIFER looks around.

(to audience) If he sneaks on, this wolf, you have to ignore,
you do. Don't encourage, no. That makes him do it more.
Makes it worse.

JENNIFER walks in and out through the trees.

I know you're in here, O, wolf. Sneaking around in these
trees. Lurking where I can't see, you lurker, you. Making
fun of me. Making faces. But you'll be sorry, you will.
When we put all those stones in your belly instead of food.
At the end.

(offstage) Aw, man,....
(to audience) He doesn't like that. When I tell him about all
the stones, S-T-O-N-E-S, in his belly. What makes him sink

to the bottom of the river....

(offstage) Howl, groan,....
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JENNIFER ....at the end.

JENNIFER exits into the house.

Scene One

The house opens up. A kitchen appears.

JENNIFER lifts up the window shade. Her MOTHER
stands at the stove.

JENNIFER (to audience) So, good. I'm Little Red Riding Hood. And
this is where I live, my house. And right there is my
mother. She's baking a cake. She's going to ask me to take
it to my grandmother. Who lives not too faraway, if I take
the path, or trail, T-R-A-I-L, to the other side of the forest.

(sitting at table) So I think I'll just sit here. Study some
more spelling. Until my mother finishes her cake.

JENNIFER opens her spelling book. She mouths spelling
words to herself.

MALARKEY looks through the window. He waves to

the MOTHER.
MOTHER Little Red Riding Hood?
JENNIFER (studying) Yes?
MOTHER Do you see what I see?
JENNIFER Why? What's there to see?
MOTHER Well, there's that wolf again. At our window.

JENNIFER What wolf?



